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THE plan adopted by the Britiſh 

N of tranſporting cir- 
minals of a certain deſcription' to 
Botany Bay, in New Holland, dif- 
covered in the year 1770, by Captain 
Cook, has been long and ſo generally 
the ſubject of popular diſcuſſion that 
every information relative to a coun- 


try ſo extraordinary and ſo little 8 
known, it is preſumed, will be ac- N 
ceptable to the Public. The ifland =_ 
or continent of New Holland; be: 

\-; MW fides the! accounts, which different 
"WW navigators have given of it, contains 

MI ſufficient matter to afferd a 7-5 
iqca of its appearance, inhabitants, 
and production. But theſe accounts 
being found in works publiſhed at 

bY Jifferant periods of time, ſome of 
Which, thoug both” curious and 
J authentis, are not eaſily prbcured“ 


at preſent,” it was" udged Worthwile?s? 
to lelech ghe {uS{lanee of them: from! up" 
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the extraneous a nt with which 
they are involved, and for to throw 
them together in ſuch a form as to 
prefent at one view a connected diſ- 
erpiption of the wole country of New 
Holland. This has been done with 
as much diligence, exactneſs, and 
method, as the ſubject would admit; 
which is indeed all the merit that 
juch a performance as the following 
can lay claim to, being compoſed of 
materials already before the public, 
and having therefore very little ori · 


gina in, it, either, to provoke, or 
command applaufſe. jus much, 


however may be aſſerted with ſafty; 
that.the. mainteinance of of the eon- 
victs at home, has been attended 
with great expence, without anſwer- 
ing the end of 'exampla: y co rection. 


A. trigate:;was , ſent to the :gfalt o. 


Afriga, for diſcovery, but no-proper - 


| place could be found ,whereon to, 
lorm a ſettment for the -puzpoſe of 


exonerating this country of 1s ob- 


" at 


DESC R | PTION 
NEW HOLLA N D, 
By CAPTAIN. Cook. 


NEW HOLLAND was, for enn of 

* century, fuppoled to be part of a 
vaſt. Southern continent, the exiſtence of 
which had been long a favourite idea; 
maintained, on various reſoning,, by many 
ezperienced navigators. Its Southermoſt 
extremitp has a remarkable fimilarity to the 
Southern” points and extremities of other 
continents: it appears black, rocky, anf ok 
conſiderable elevation, Phe fnuofity in the - 
outline of its Weſtern -c&it being remaerk. 
ably fmilar to that of Africa; the extent: * 
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which is nearly 2000 miles. We lie rütteln, 0 2 4 
at the mercy of the Duteh E- adi» cot.” 


pany's geography for the outline of this part 
of the coaft of New Holland; for it do not 
appear that the Lips of any t er nation 
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had ever approached it. Dampier, who: 
came upon this track. about kfty years at- 
ter, with one or two erronrous poktious 
in his chart and how much more reſonably 
may we diſtruſt the fidelity of ſurveys made 
by nameleſs navigaters, from whom a mi- 
unte exaCtneſs in the repreſentation of this 
are, at leaſt, told of none who went profels 
ledly on a voyage for the purpoſe of geogra- 
phical information in the neighbourhood of 
New Holland, before Taſman; and many 
therefore, naturally concluded that the grea- 
teſt part of the diſcoveries on its cbaſt were 


, accidental, or made by Rerions who might 
* might not, be qualified to communicate 


2 faithful idea of them to the World. 
Jo the Faſtward of this, country lies the 
two long IHlands of New Zealand, which was 
irft diſcovered by Captain Cook. who after 
making many remarks. 0n;tne coaſt from. 
Pont Hicks, enters this bay, and anchored: 
under the South ſhore, about two mites 
wichio the entrance, in ſix farthom water; 
fromthe great quayitity of plants and heibs 
colleQgd gu the ſhore, he afterwards named 
it Bottby Bay in New [loliand; 9 
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e FOTEOE: 


BOTANY BAY, 
23 3 . 
NE w HOLLAND: 


Poravy BAT is euren . 1 
of 34 'South, and longitmde 1537 


Eaſt. It is a capacious. la fe and conve- 


nient harbour for ſhipping; being only two 
or three points open to the' Souch of Eaſi be 
and may den wn by the land on the lea 
coal, Which is tHearly level and of a mo- 
der ate heights, in general higher chan it 49: 
farther inf ind, wich ſtecp vockyeliffs next 
the fen. „ieh bave the appearance of a 
long ifland lying cloſe under the ſtare. The 
barbesr es a bout the middle ot this land: 
the entrance is littleanore than a mileherd, 
and lies between the two pints af tand bes 


fore mentioned; whichiis dated Cape Banka, 
aud Sduthernmoſt Point Selander O WrCw' his: 
this iſfand the dee peſt 1 — BE 
ſeyen fathom, nn $05". 


"On ovr uin the aarvoar, we aw on 
bo eic points a few huts. and leveral of 
the natives aſſembled! men, women, and | 
childien; and under Point Solander we ſaw. M 
four ſmall canoes, with one man on board 
each, who were very buſily employed in | 
ſtriſting fh with a long pike or ſpear; and 
were ſointent upon what they were doing, 
that, although the ſhip paſſed within a 
quarter of a mile of them, they ſcarcely 
turned their eyes towards Jer. 
The place where the {bip anchored; way 
abreaſt of a ſmall village eonſiſting of about 
ſx or eight houſes; and, while we were 
preparing to hoiſt out the boat, we ſaw an 
woman, followed by three children, come 
> out of the waod.—She was oaded mith . 
wood, and each of the chiidren had its i:. 
tte burden. When ſhe ca ne tothe honſes,, > 
three more children, younger than the o- 
thers came out to meet her; ſhe often look-. 
ed at the ſhip, but expreſſed neither fear nor 
- ſarprize; in a ſhort time ſhe kindled a fre, 
and the four cauos came in from fiſhing. 
_ The men landed, and, having hauled up. 
their Boats, begun to, dreſs their dinner, 
* t all appearance wholly unconcerned a-. 


bout us, * we were | ces tals mile 


Pb them, >?£3 5 £3. 0” * 


(8:9 
2 
The next day ten of the natives who, on N 
ſeeing the ſhip approach, uſed many thieat- Y 
ening geſtures, . and brandiſheh their wea- - 


pons, particularly two, made a, very ſingu- 4 
lar appearance; for their faces ſeemed to 8 


have been duſted with a white powder, aud 1 
their bodies painted with broad ſtreaks of 4) 
the ſame colour, which, paſſing obliquely 1 
over their breaſt and backs, laoked not un- q 
like the croſs belts worn by our ſoldiers.“ [ 


The ſame kind of ſtreaks were alſo drawn 


round their legs and thighs, like broad gar- . ö 
ters, and on ſome a ſingle ſtreak ran fron; by 


the ſhoulders diagonally downwards like a- 
ſwafh. Each of theſe men held in his hard 
a weapon, which appeared to be about two I 
feet and half long, and ſeemed: to talk to f 
each other with great earneſtnefs. 

And what is remarkable, that of ail the 


LA = 


people whom we had yet ſeen, had not che 6 
leaſt appearance of cloathing, the old wo- | 
man herſelf being deſtitue even cf a fig leaf, A 
We intended to land where we firſt ſaw the. I} 
people, and began to hope, that, as they | 


had fo little regarded the ſhip's coming into 
the bay, they would as little, regard our; | 
coming on . ſhore. In this, however, we 
were diſappointed; for, as ſoon as weap-: 
proached the rocks, two of the men came 


n 


pown upon us, to diſpute ont landing, 
and the reſt ran away. Each of theſe two 
champions war armed with a lanee ten feet 
long, and a ſhort ſtick, wich he ſeemed to 
handle as if it was a machine to affiſt him 
in mrnaging or throwing the lance. They 
called to us in a very loud tone, and ſeemed 
reſolved to defand the coaſt to the utmolt; 

thogh they were but two and we were foriy. 

I could not but admire theia courage, and 
being unwilling that hoſtilities ſhould! com- 
mence with fuch ineqality of force between 
us. I ordered the Boar to lie uopa her 
oars. I threw them nails, beads, and other 
trifleing things, which they took up and 
ſeemed to examine with plea ſure. I then 
made figns that I wanted water, arid, by all 
the means that I could endeavour to con- 
vince them that we would do themino harm. 
They now waved to us, and I Was willing to 
interpret it as an invitation; but, upon our 
putting the boat in, they came again to op- 
poſe us. One was a youth about nineteen 
or twenty, and the other a man of middle 


age; as I had now no other reſource, I He 


a muſket betwen them, Upon the ro > 
the youngeſt dropped a bundle 6t 6444 

upon the rock, but recoeQing him! in 
an inſtant he ſnatched them up * eich 


great haſte, A ſtone was then thrown at us, 
upon which I ordered a muſket to be fired 
with ſmall ſhot, which ſteuck the eldeſt up- 
on the leg. and he immediately ran to the 
houſes, which was about a hundred yards. 
1 now hoped our contplt was over, and im- 
mediately landed, but*had ſcarce left the 
boat when the eldeſt man returned, and we 
then perceived that he had left the rock on- 
ly to fetch a ſhield or target for his defence. 
As ſoon as he came up he threw a lance at 
us, and his comrade another. They fell 
near where we ſtood, but hurt nobody, A 
third muſket with fmall fr;bt was then fired 
at them. upon which one of them threw a- 
nother lance, and both immediately ran a- 
way. We then repaired to the huts, in one 
ot which. we ofund {ſome chlidren, who had 
hidden themſelves behind a ſhield and ſome 
batk, We peeped at them, and left them 
without their knowing that they had been 
diſcovered; and we thtew into the houſe, 
when we- went away. fome beads, ribbons, 
pieces of cloth, and other preſents, which 
| hoped would procure us the good will of 
the inhabitauts when they ſhould return; but 
the lances which we found lying about we 
took away with us. to the number of about 
ity. They were from fix to fifteen feet long. 


„ 
and all of them had four prongs i in the man- 


ner of a fiſh gig, each of which was Pound 
with 6{h bone, and very #harp.. .. - 


Upon examining the canoee that lay upon 


the beach, we found them to be the worſt _ 
of. any that we hach ever ſeen; they were 
about fitfeen feet long, and made of the 
bark of a tree in one piece, which was drawn 
together and tied up at each end, the mid-* 


dle being kept open by ſticks placed acroſs 
trom, ſide to ſide, as thwarts. We ſearched 
for freſh water, but found none, except 


in a ſmall hole which was dug in the ſand. 


Woch was the reception which Captain 
oh met with from the natives upon his 
li i entering Botany Bay. 
ire next morninig I ſent a party of men 


to that patt of the ſhore where we firſt land- 


6, in order to get water and wood; but, 


going aſhore mylelf with the gentlemen ſoon 


afterwards, found, upon a more diligent 


{carch, 2 ſmall rein on the South ſide of | 


the bay, more than ſufficient for us. 
Upon vifiting the hut where we had ſeen 


the children, we were gaeatly mortified to 


lind that the beads and ribbons, -which we 
bad left there the night before; had not been 
moved {rom their places; and, that not an 
inchan was not to be ſeen. 5 ! | 
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As ſoon as our wooders and waterers came 
on booard to dinner, ten or iwelve of the na- 
tives came down to the place, and looked 
with great attention and curiolity at the 
caſks, but did not touch them. They took 
away the canoes which lay near the landing 
place; and again diſappeared, In the af- 
terndon our people going on ſhore, ſixteen 
or eighteen Indians“ all armed, came bold- 
ly within about one hundred yards of them, 
and then ſtopped. Mr. Hicks, advanced to 
meet them, holding out preſents to them as 
he apprached, but to no affect; for before 
he could get to them, they retired. 

IJ went to a ſandy cove on the north fide 
of the bay, where, in three or four hauls 


with the ſeine, we took above three hundred 


weight of fich. a 

Next morning Mr. Banks and Dr. Solan« 
der, went o ſhore and repaired into the 
woods. Five of our men; who were em- 
ploy ed in cntting of graſs, being the fartheſt 
from the main body of our people; a com- 
pany of fifteen Indians advanced towards 


them, baving ſticks in their nands. The 


graſs cutters ſeeing them approach, drew 
together, and went towards the main body. 
Tie Indians after ſhouting ſeverali times, 
vent hack imd the woods. 
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fireſs mithout any ſhelter, but we ſaw only 
one of the people, who abe moment he diſ- 


( 14 ) 


We found many houſes of the inhabitants 
and. places where they had flept upon' the 


covered us ran away. 

The next day twelwe canoes, in ench of 
which was a fingle Indian, catne towards 
the watering place; they were employed in 
ſtriking fiſh, and were ſo intent, that they 
ſeemed to regard nothing elſe. A party of 
our people being out a ſhooting near the 
place, and * of che Indians, rouſed by 
the report of the folwing pieces, haul'd up 
his canoes upon the beach, and came 40 
the ſhooting party, and ſtaid about a quarter 
of an hour, then launched his canoes, went 
off to his. companions. 


The lame day we found fix {mall canoes, 


and fix fires near the beach, with muſcles 
roaſting upon them; and ſome oyeſters lying 


near. We taſted of their cheer, and left in 


return ſome beads and otLer things, which 
we thought would pleaſe them. At theafoot 


of a tree near this place we found a well of 


freſh water, ſupply'd from a ſpring. 


The next morning, I ſent out foveral | 


parties into the eountry to try again whether 


{ome intereourſe t. not be cſtablifheft 


with the natives —A midſhipman, whe 
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ſtrayed from rhe reſt, met an old man and 
Vvottlan, and ſome little chlldren; they were 


(15 ) 


belougen to one of the fait parties, havin 


ftin3 under a tree by the water fide. The 
Indians ſhewed figns of fear, but did not at- 


| tempt to run away. The midfflipman hap- 


penied te bave nothing to give them but a 
parrot'that he had ſhot; this be offered, but 
they rofuſed to accept it. His ſtay with 
them was but ſhort, for he ſaw ſeveral ca- 


- noes near the beach fiſhing. and being a- 


lone he feared they might come athore and 
attack im. Thd man and woman appeared 
to be ver old, and boch kart naked. 

Mr, Monkhouſc, the ſurgeon, and one of 
the men who were with another party near 
the watering place, alſo ſtrayed from their 
companions, and, as they wear coming out 
of a thicket, obferved fix Indians ſtanding 


together at the dillance of about fiteen yards. 


One of them pronounced a word very loud, 
which was ſuppoſed to be a ſignal, for a 


lance was immediately thrown at him out 


of the wood When the Indians ſaw that 


the weapon had not taken effect, they ran 


away with the greateſt precipitation; but 
turning about, he ſaw a yonng Indian come 
down from a tree, and alſo ran away with 
ſuch ſpeed as made it hopoleſs to follow him. 
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This is the ſubſtance , of, what. Captain, 
Cook has related concerning the in habitants 
of the country round Botany Bay, with, 


whom he found it impoſſible to eſtabliſh a 


friendly correſpondence during his ſtay in 
that harbaur, which was only eight days. 
The dread of our fire-arms, and the re- 
ſentment which, they conceived from the 
ſlight hurt that one of their number prob- 
ably felt from the ſmall ſhot fired amongſt 
them upon the firt landing of the boat, 
were ever after, invincible abſtacles to a 

ace and amicable intercoucſe with them, 
If we ſuppole courage to be generally uni- 
ted with other goog qualities, it can not be 


denied that ſavages have in this reſpect a 


ſtrong preſumption in their favovr from the 
unccmmooly daring oppolition made by 
them to à force which 10 far out numbered. 


theirs, 


* 
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i S Did BME: 1; 1 
Soll, and Pibduce of the Country, 


+ round Botany Bay. 

II. Soil of the country round Botany 

Bay, is not every where, of the, ſame 

quality; for, 155 ough. it N the begining of 

winter den aptain 2 ok arrived there, 

every thing ſeemed in perfect erfection. 
To the South and South Weſt, of the Yay 


is either ſpamps or light ; gray land, and, the 


| lace: of the country is finely diverſified with 


vod ang lawn. The tre are call, ſtraight 


aud without under oo anding at ach 
A diftauce | from = ooh ay the whole ä 


. cayntry,. at leaſt As the wamps do not 


render it .oCapable 0 cultivation, might be 

cultivated. without cuting ef them down. 

Between the trees the ground is covered 

with graſs, f zune there is great abund- 

ane, groping | in turfs, as big as dan well be 

_ graſped in the hand, which f N Very $ oſe 
14 
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To the Weſtward of the bay the face of 
the country was found to be nearly the ſame 
with that which has been jeſt deſcribed, but 


the ſoil much richer; for inſtead of a gray . 


ſand, it was a deep black mould, ſuch as 
might be judged very fit for the production 
of grain of any kind. Here the woods were 
interſperſed with ſome of the fineſt mea- 


dows in the world; but not however, with- 


out a few rocky patches, the ſtone of which 
is ſandy, and might be uſed to advantage 
for building. 2 | 
To the North of the'bay the face of the 


country changes: It is comparatively bare, 


producing no wood, and ſomewaat reſembl- 
ing our moors in England. The ſurface of 
the ground, however, is covered with a 
thin bruſh of plants, about as high as the 
"knees. The hills near the coaſt are low, but 
others riſe behind them, increaſing by a 

gradnal aſcent to a confiderable diſtance, 
with marſhes and moraſſes between. Wood 


is every where plenty round botany Bay, 


but there are only two kinds which may be 


confidered as timber. Theſe trees are as 


large or larger than the "Engliſh Oak, and 
one of them has not a very different ap- 
pearance: this yields a gum or rather xeſin, 
which is of a deep red colour, andie 


on * "oF 
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nguis draconis; poſſibly it may + 
be the ſame, for this ſubſtance is-known to 
be the produce of more» than one plant. 
The wood is heavy, hard, and daik coloured 
live lignumvitœ. The other tree is tall and 
ſtraight, ſomething like the pine; and the 
wood of this, has ſome reſemblance to the 
like oak of America, is alſo hard and heavy. 
In ſome of theſe trees ſteps had been cut at 
about three feet diſtance from each other 
* for the convenience of climbing. a Tx 4 

All the country about Botany Bay affords 
a great variety of plants o enrieh the col- 
lection of a botaniſt, There are a variety 
of flowring ſhrubs, and ſeveral kinds of che 
palm; beſides a ſmall tree which produces 
berries of a pale crimſon colour, and about 
the ſize of a cherry. This fruit has a ſtone 
within fade, and, though not remarkable 
its juice has an agreeable tartneſs. 

As to animals, thoſe of the four. foited 
kind feem not to abound here: either in 
number or variety; for during the eight 
days that Captain Cook lay in the bay, he 
ſaw only one quradruped; and of that he 
and his party had but a tranſient and im- 
perfect view: This beaſt was about the ſize 
of a hair or rabbit, He ſaw the dung of an 
animal which fed upon graſs, and judged. 


( 9 ) + 
bles the ſa 
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not to leſs than a deer; and the footſteeps . 
of another, which wi clawed: like a dog, 


and ſeemed to be about as big as a wolf. 
The woods abound with birds of exquifite- 


beauty and variety of plumage, particularly 


parrots of different kinds, cocatoos, and 


loriquets, that fly in flocks of ſeveral ſcores 
together; there are alſo crows exactly the 
lame as thoſe in England; ſome of which, 


28 well as the ſort before mentioned, were 


ſhot, and found to be very axreeable food. 
He might have fhot as many as he e | 


had a number been his object. 
On the Weſt fide of the harbour, thore 


are large flau of ſand and mud, with a great 
plenty ef birds, moſt of them are unknown 
to Europe. One of the moſt remarkable is 


black and white, much, larger than a ſwan, 
near five feet high, and in "Wage fomewhat 
reſembling a pelican. 

On theſe banks of ſand and nd thers 


| are great quantities of oyſters, muſcles, 
coekles, and other ſhell fiſh, which ſeem to 


be the principal ſabliſtenceof the inhabitants, 
who ga into ſhoal water with their little ca- 
noes, and pick them out with their hands. 


The bay abounds. with a variety of other 
fiſh; ſome of which they ſtrike with gigs, 


and {ome they take with hook and line. 


— 


(an;) 
They ſtruck ſeveral ſtring rays, of- which 


there is great plenty, of an enormous hze ; 
one of theſe great fiſh weighed:two hundred 
and forty pounds, aſter his entrals.ware taken 
out; they taſted like the European rays, has 
an agreeable flavour, like ſtewed turtle. 

It is high water at Botany Bay, at the full 
& change of the moon, about eight o'clock, 
and the tide riſes and, fall perpendicularly 
between four and five feet. 

During Captain Cook's ſtay he cauſed. 
* -Engllſh colours to be diſplayed on ſhore- 

every day; and the ſhip's: name, with the 
date of the year, to be inſcribed on.one of 
the trees near the watering place on the 
South fide of the harbour; and having com- 
pleated every purpole of his ſlay, he ſet 
{ail from Botany Bay, on ne the 61h; 
of _— 1770. 7 A 


It way not be unacceptable to the Reader 
to be informed of the number and equip- 
ment of the fleet ſailed to Botany Bay. 
The nature of the eſtabliſhment with 
which it is to commence, the regular 
government of the colony. 


Captain Arthur. Phillip of the navy, Gover- 


— — 


nor and Commander in Chief of the 
territory of New South Wales, and of 


his Majeſty's ſhips. and veſſels employed 


on that coaſt. 


Major Robert Roſs, 
Richard Johnſon, 
Andrew Miller, 
David Collins, 


John Long, 


——— Alexander, 
John White, 

Thomae Arndell, 
William Balmain, 


Chaplain. . 


Lieutenant Governor. 


Commiſſary. 
Judge Advocate. 
Qaarter Maſter. f 
Provoſt Martial. 
Surgeon. 

Aſſiſtant Ditto, 
Ditto Ditto. 1 


{(:' 23: 7 


His Majeſty's ſhip Serious. 
Captain Arthur Phillip. 
Captain John Hunter, 
His Majeſty's armed tender Supply 
Lieutenant H. L. Ball. 


Six tranſports carrying the convicts. 


men. women. 

Alexander 210 — 
Scarborough 210 — 

1 - Friendſhip 80 26 
Charlotte 100 24 

Prince of Wales 30 

| Lady Penryn | 102 

Each tranſport has a detachment of Marines 
ö on board. 
Three ſtore ſhips. 


= F Golden Grove, Fiſhburn, and Borrodale ; 
Carrying proviſions, implements for huſ- 
banned We Kc. for the conviets. 


Lieutenin: John RN Agent for the 
Tranſports. | 


The Garriſonis formed from the Marines: 
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SO Diſtribution of the Detachment of Marines 
$ | for New South Wales, ,withthe Number 
embarked on board each Tranſport. 
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Ships names. 


. 
Captains. 
Ivates. 
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Prines of Wales. 
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el. 
1 orty women, wives tb thy Marines ernten 
ol hy go out With * garriſon, — —— 
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